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Jalgaon River Linking Project
Demand-based Project Through Citizen's Participation
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'~The Jalgaon River Linking Project is an innovative response to the perennial problem of un-equal
-; distribution of water in the district. The paradox of a flood-like situation in certain parts and drought

conditions in other parts of the district was the genesis for the river linking project.

The project provided a lasting solution to the problem of water scarcity in severalparts in the district.
The project was brought immense benefits to all stakeholders for the urban and rural parts in the
district, it increased the availability of drinking water especially in the summer month and for the
agricultural community it increased land available for cultivation.

The project brought multiple government agencies/stakeholders District Administration, Irrigation
Department, Municipal Bodies and local elected representatives on a single platform to make the
project successful. Moreover the participatory approach in planning right at the conception stage
ensured that the local communities contributed significantly in making the project successful.
The local community provided free labour in executing the project. Severalland-owners gave up part
of their land parcelsto implement the project. The parting of the non-productive land made remaining
land parcels productive on account of water being made available for irrigation. The commonality of
objective led to the project being implemented in record time and with minimal funding from the
Government. The successof the project has led State Government of Maharashtraencourage District
Administrators to explore the possibility of replicating this model in their jurisdictions.

The Department of Administrative Personnel,Government of India has identified this project as a
good governance initiative. This project has also received the Prime Minister's Award for Excellence
in Public Administration. This Project Note is intended to disseminate the project background and

experiences in making this project a success.


